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SCHOOLS — LEAD CONTAMINATION 

11. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Given that five months ago the opposition suggested testing for lead in all schools 
from a due diligence and precautionary perspective, will the Premier immediately commit to conducting a proper 
testing regime? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I note that on the day the issue arose in the press, the opposition was on its way to its ill-fated meeting at Rottnest—
a dramatic meeting at Rottnest. Some disgraceful things occurred over there and some disgraceful language, I must 
say, and disgraceful behaviour on the part of the opposition. 

Point of Order 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The question had nothing to do with Rottnest; it had to do with lead in schools. Mr Speaker, 
if you could bring the Premier back to the important issue of our children’s schools and lead. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! It is a point of order and it will be heard in silence. That is a point of order. I am sure 
that the Premier will get on to the answer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is relevant, Mr Speaker, because Mr Collier is a former Minister for Education. He did 
not undertake the testing. He is too busy lying on the ground! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Flat out on his back! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, flat out on his back. The pugilist from South Perth taking him apart. 

I just want to quote what occurred on that day. The opposition education spokesperson said — 

… I understand there is no risk to public health, but as a precautionary measure things are being 
undertaken by the department and we as the Opposition would absolutely support that.” 

She was totally supportive of what we did. And now, two weeks later, the member for Carine is coming in and 
undermining the opposition education spokesperson. I think she set it out quite well because she was actually 
constructive. The member for Carine could learn a thing or two about being constructive. 
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